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How Not to Name a Product
 
In our previous issue, we considered the requirements of a large industrial 
corporation, identified in the public mind with fuels, seeking a new marketing 
name for one of its principal products. We shall now examine a name actually 
proposed as a solution. in the light of the corporation's requirements, extract­
ing from it whatever virtues and vices we can detect. 
The name proposed was DYNAX, a derivative of the Greek "dynamis," 
meaning "power." 
Superficially, DYNAX is an excellent name, conforming with all of the 
basic conditions laid down by the company: 
(1)	 It is short, spelled with only 5 letters, and includes neither an "S" nor an 
"0" among them. 
(2)	 A preliminary survey does not bring to light any company or any product 
already using DYNAX as a name, though a number of quite similar names 
are noted. 
(3)	 The name conveys the idea of energy very directly, being based on the 
Greek-derived prefix "dyna-," which means "Power, Energy." 
(4-)	 The name suggests the idea of science very strongly, for the prefix "dyna." 
appears mostly in scientific terms such as DYNAMICAL PARALLAX, 
DYNAMIC METEOROLOGY, DYNAMOELECTR)C. and DYNA­
MOTOR. Furthermore, the terminal letter X is one of the strongest letters 
in the alphabet; a majority of words ending in X are technical and scien­
tific terms; and X is a prominent symbol in mathematics, being the multi­
plication sign in arithmetic, the unknown quantity in algebra, and the 
horizontal axis or' abscissa in geometry. 
(5)	 The name has a strong international flavor. The prefix DYNA· on which 
it is based is of Greek origin and appears in numerous terms that are part 
of the s<>-called International Scientific Vocabulary, and which are re·cog­
nized by speakers of numerous languages. X as .a mathematical symbol is 
likewise recognized by the educated, irrespective of their language. 
(6)	 The name suggests size, or even immensity, because it reminds us of the 
word DINOSAUR. The dinosaurs, a group of now extinct reptiles that 
flourished in the Mesozoic Era, included the largest land animals ever seen 
on the face of the earth-reptiles such as the Tyrannosaurus, Brontosaurus, 
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Diplodocus, and Brachiosaurus. Moreover, the final letter X, also the multi­
plication sign, suggests multiplication, or magnification, or great size. 
(7)	 The name DYNAX has overtones of benevolence. as well. It suggests 
DINAH, a Biblical name that occurs in the Book of Genesis. The Bible, 
representative of religion, suggests benevolence. Also, the letter X with 
which the name ends is 'a symbol for Christ, the supreme embodiment of 
benevolence. 
(8)	 The name can be made to stand out with a high degree of distinctiveness 
by using it in an initials-acrostic related to fuels-something such as: Drives 
Your New Automobile Xpertlyl 
(9) While there is no direct implication of progress in the name DYNAX, the 
name does convey the idea of science very clearly, and science is inex­
tricably intertwined with progress, so that the idea of progress is there by 
association. 
Our preliminary analysis of the name DYNAX has painted a highly favorable 
picture of it. In fact, it seems like an ideal name, better than any we had a 
right to anticipate finding or creating. Is the name really that good? 
One important factor; that we have not investigated yet, in considering the 
suitability of the name DYNAX, i5 the negative associations that it might have 
in foreign languages. An extended search indicates that DYNAX itself is not a 
word in any language, any more than it is a word in English, However, the 
search does uncover words in a number of foreign languages that are close to 
DYNAX, and which would probably be suggested in those languages by the 
appearance of DYNAX. Specifically: 
In Cornish, DYNAS means "unnatural, unkindly." In Czech, DYNA means "a 
dune." In Icelandic, DYNA is a feather bed, pad, pillion, or bolster. In Swedish, 
DYNA is a cushion or pad. In Welsh, DYNA means "Lo, therel"; DYNAD means 
"nettles"; and DYNAN means "a little woman, a gir!." The 'Only word here with a 
highly unfavorable meaning is the Cornish one, and the Cornish language, never 
spoken by more than a handful of persons, is now regarded as obsolete. 
Of course, it is our duty to make a broader sweep of foreign languages, to 
locate words resembling DYNAX less closely than the examples quoted above, 
in our quest for possible negative associations. Such a broader sweep turns up 
all sorts of interesting words. A few examples: 
The Albanian DHUNAS means "shame, disgTace, insult." The Danish DUNST 
means "stench, stink, reek." The Dutch DUNNETJES means "rather thin." The 
French TIGNASSE means "a scrubby wig." In Gaelic, DINAISG is "to disjoin or 
undo." In Gennan, DUNGSTATTE is "Dunghill, heap of manure." In Icelandic, 
DYSJA is "to heap stones on the body of a criminal." In Irish, DINNIS is "con· 
tempt," TINNEAS "a disease or sickness." In Maltese, TINA is "buttock:' In Manx, 
DYNYSS means "unknown." The Norwegian TYNGSEL is "a burden or weight:' 
The Russian TINISTII is "miry, slimy, muddy:' The Spanish TENAl means 
"covetous." The Swedish DYNGA means "dung, muck." In Turkish, DINSIl means 
"atheist, ·ungodly." In Ukrainian, TINYATISYA is "to idle about, to loiter about:' 
The lulu DINA is "to be irksome to:' And so on. 
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Of particular concern are words related to the generative functions. A suffi­
ciently comprehensive survey embraces the Albanian DUNK ("lips of the 
vulva"), the French DINTIERS ("the scrotum or testicles of a deer"), the 
Latin DINDYMUS ("genital duct in the male"), and the Swedish DINAPP 
("nipple"). 
Any search of this nature invariably turns up words with rather peculiar 
!Ileanings. Thus, we find an Afrikaans word DUNSIEKTE ("a form of poison­
ing seen in horses"). Further examples: the Chinese TIEN ("God, as omnipo­
tent, omniscient, and omnipresent"); the Danish DUNDER ("to give someone 
a dressing down"); the French DINETTE (" a dinner for dolls or children"); 
the French TUNICIERS (Han order of headless mollusks"); the Hungarian 
TYUH ("Phew! By Jovel"); the Icelandic DAESA ("to fetch a deep groan"); 
the Japanese DENKA ("the prime minister of the Mikado"); the Manx 
DYNGYR, whose definition is difficult to understand ("did gather pass"); the 
Swedish DYNT ("bladder worms"); and the Welsh DYNOS ("the little 
people"). 
An equally diligent search of the English language uncovers a good many 
associations for the name DYNAX that negate all of the principal ideas that 
it is supposed to transmit to those hearing or seeing it. A few examples: 
DYNAX reminds us of DYNAMITE, a powerful explosive, a destructive force, 
the antithesis of benevolence. DYNAX also reminds us of DYNAMO, a play (1929) 
by Eugene O'Neill, in which an electrical DYNAMO displaces God in the hierarchy 
of the universe, assuming the role of a cruel, ruthless potentate-another instance of 
anti·benevolence on the march. 
DYNAX suggests DINKS, small boats used in duck shooting. It also sug­
gests the names of various extremely small communities in the United States 
and Canada, including DINKEY CREEK (Fresno County, California), DINAHS 
CORNER (Kent County, Delaware), DINKINS (Sumter County, South Caro­
lina), and DINANT (Alberta, Canada). 
In Aristotelian philosophy, DYNAMIS is the undeveloped capacity for a 
further future realization. It is "potentiality" and is opposed to ENERGEIA or 
ENERGY, the realized state of potentialities. In another context, the same 
DYNAMIS was the name of a Pontic princess who lived about 2,000 years ago. 
She was first the wife of the pretender Asander, later of the adventurer Seri­
bonius, none of which is particularly uplifting. 
DYNAX suggests DINAS EMRYS, the magician Merlin's fort in British 
legend, built by Vortigern. Whatever was constructed during the day was 
swallowed up in the earth during the night. Merlin eventually discovered the 
cause to be two serpents at the bottom of a pool below the foundation of the 
works, incessantly struggling with each other. The idea and practice of magic 
involved here is antagonistic to the idea of science, of course. 
DYNAX reminds us of Arthur Martin DINAUX, a French antiqual'y and 
writer, 1795-1864; of DINARCHUS, an Attic orator and statesman, 361 B.c.­
291 B.c., condemned to death for his pro-Macedonian policies; and of DINOS, 
one of the horses of Diomed, King of Aetolia. He survived the siege of Troy, 
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found his wife living in adullery on his return home, and saved his life by 
going into exile in Italy. All of these associations with antiquity are diametri­
cally opposed to the idea of progress. 
At last, there comes the coup de grace: a discovery by attorneys that the 
name DYNAX has already been pre-empted by a British firm. Well, studying 
DYNAX was fun while it lasted. 
In our next issue, we'll consider another of the names proposed, one very 
different in quality from DYNAX. 
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